Sunday February 7%, 2016
After-Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple

Tone 3 u _7 Eothinon 3

APOLYTIKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace, for from thee arose the Sun of
justice, Christ our God, lighting those who are in darkness. Rejoice and be glad,
O righteous elder, carrying in thine arms the Deliverer of our souls, Who
granteth us Resurrection.

THE EPISTLE

The Lord will give strength to His people.
Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord Honor and glory.
The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. {6: 1-10)

Brethren, working together with Him, then, we entreat you not to
accept the grace of God in vain. For He says, “At the acceptable time | have
listened to you, and helped you on the day of salvation.” Behold, now is the
acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in
anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as
servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: through great
endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments,
tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity, knowledge, forbearance,
kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of
God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left;
in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as
impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and
behold we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet
possessing everything.
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The Holy Gospel

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to
St. Matthew. (25: 14-30)

The Lord spoke this parable: A man going on a journey called his servants and
entrusted to them his property; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had
received the five talents went at once and traded with them; and he made five
talents more. So also, he who had the two talents made two talents more. But he
who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s
money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled
accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five talents more, saying: “Master, you delivered to me five talents; here
| have made five talents more.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and
faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, | will set you over much; enter
into the joy of your master.” And he also who had the two talents came forward,
saying: “Master, you delivered to me two talents; here | have made two talents
more.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have
been faithful over a little, | will set you over much; enter into the joy of your
master.” He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying: “Master,
| knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sew, and gathering
where you did not winnow; so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master answered him, “You wicked
and slothful servant! You knew that | reap where | have not sowed, and gather
where | have not winnowed? Then you ought to have invested my money with
the bankers, and at my coming | should have received what was my own with
interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten talents.
For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have abundance; but
from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the
worthless servant into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their
teeth.” As Jesus said these things He cried out: “He who has ears to hear, let him
hear!”

Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!
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Bible Time

(:% Matthew 25: 14-30 [ February 7, 2016

Parable of the Talents In today’s gospel, Jesus teaches us about the
Kingdom of God by using the parable of the talents. This parable illustrates
how we are supposed to use the gifts given to us by God. The word talent
in this gospel means a large amount of money, so even the servant that was
given only one talent was given a very large sum of money. Regardless of
what you think of yourself or your circumstances, God has generously given
you great gifts and talents; even gifts that seem small have God’s huge
potential planted within them. The problem with many of us is that we
have buried these God-given gifts so deeply so that we do not even know
we have them, and so we do not use them. Then there are those who use
the talents that God has given them, but not for the reason they were
intended — that is, to build up God’s Church and to give Him glory.

Different Amounts You may say, well one servant received five times more
than another; why didn’t they all get the same amount? Well, the gospel
says that each person was given an amount that corresponded to that
person’s abilities. Yes we are all gifted with different things in life, some
are given a lot, and others by comparison are given little. It is not what we
are given that matters before God — it is what we do with what we are
given that matters.

You know the ultimate reward for each faithful servant, regardless of the
talents they start with, is the same — each faithful servant will share in the
eternal joy of their Master. Don’t worry about all the things you may think
you’re missing in this life; God has equipped you with all the gifts you need
to serve Him, with all the gifts that, if used for His glory, will allow you to be
richly blessed.

Use Your God-Given Gifts This parable is one that sometimes troubles me.
It is a beautiful parable because God confirms that He has given us gifts,
Holy gifts that we are to faithfully use. It is also wonderful because we are
told that we are each given according to our ability — praise God, we are all
growing in our faith, but the Lord does not give us responsibility beyond
our ability. So here’s where | get a little anxious — the master returns to
settle accounts with the servants, and the master will not accept any
excuses for laziness or negligence when it comes to the talents he has
dispensed to each one of them. Like these servants, we know we will one




day stand before our Master, and on that day of accounting, He expects
that we have fruitfully used the gifts we have been given. We cannot be like
the lazy servant who buries our talents in the earth, and in worldly pursuits.

We need to be like the wise and fruitful servant — we must be resourceful
labourers who use our gifts to be profitable to those around us and for the
glory of God. How can we figure out what our gifts are, and how we are to
use them? We have God’s Word to lead and direct our decisions, we have
the godly example of the saints, we have the fellowship and direction
provided within the church, and we have the Holy Spirit that dwells in us!
In other words, we have no excuses.

Yes, God expects us to use the gifts He has given us. For those of us who
don’t know what those gifts are, we need to pray and ask the Lord to help
direct our energies in things that bring us (or those around us) joy and at
the same time give glory to God. It is critical to also note that the talents
did not belong to the servants — the master freely gave them these talents.
When we fully understand that everything we have was given to us by God,
it will be much easier to share it with those around us.

Dear Jesus, Thank You Lord Jesus because You are the generous master.
You give freely and generously, and You expect us to do likewise. Help us
to use the talents You have given each one of us, help us to use these
talents to bring others to You, and to give You glory! Amen.

Your Friends in Jesus,
Roula and Julia Thomas

Remember This — You have been given something special from God.
This talent was carefully and wonderfully etched into you from
within your mother’'s womb. God gave you something that He
wants you to use. He wants you to use this talent to minister to
those around you, and to serve Him at the same time. This talent is
a spiritual gift. By definition, this talent is not to be used for your
own personal and private use. If it is from God, it is to be used and
shared. Your spiritual gift is your unique capacity to minister to The
Body of Christ through this gift. If you allow the Holy Spirit to work
through you, God will use this gift to divinely touch and transform
the lives of other people. This gift is a vehicle that God wants to
work through. You don’t own this gift or talent, God simply asks you
to manage it in a faithful and fruitful way, and He will do the rest!
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Praver By SamT ST. PaIS10S THe ATHONITE

OUR LorD Jesus RHRIST:

+ Do not abandon your servants who live
far away from the Church.

May your love convict them and bring them
back to you.

+ Lord have mercy on your servants who

are suffering from cancer.

On your servants who suffer either from small or serious ailments.
On your servants who suffer from physical infirmities.

On your servants who suffer from spiritual infirmities.

Lord have mercy on our leaders and inspire them to govern with
Christian love.

Lord have mercy on children who come from troubled homes.

On troubled families and those who have been divorced.

Lord_ have merdy on all the orphans of the world, on all those who are |
suffering pain and injustices since losing their spouses.

Lord have mercy on all those in jail, on all anarchists, on all drug
abusers, on all murderers, on all abusers of people, and on all
thieves. Enlighten these people and help them to straighten out their
lives. '

Lord have mercy on all those who have been forced to emigrate.

0n all those who travel on the seas, on land, in the air, and protect
“them. -
Lord have mercy on our Church, the bishops, the priests and the faithful
of the Church.




e

Lord have mercy on all the monastic communities, male and female,
the elders and eldresses and all the brotherhoods of Mt. Athos and all
the orthodox world.

Lord have mercy on your servants who find themselves in the midst of
war. '

On your servants who are being pursued in the mountains and on the
plains.

On your servants who are being hunted like birds of prey.

Lord have mercy on your servants who were forced to abandon their
homes and their jobs and feel afflicted.

Lord have mercy on the poor, the homeless and the exiled.

Lord have mercy on the nations of the world. Keep them in your
embrace and envelope them with your holy protection. Keep them
safe from every evil and war. Keep our beloved countries in your
protective embrace day and night. Embrace her with your holy
protection defending her from all evil and war.

Lord have mercy on those who have been abandoned and have

suffered injustice. Have mercy on families that are going through trying
times. Pour your abundant love upon them.

Lord have mercy on your servants who suffer from spiritual and bodily
problems of all kinds.

Lord have mercy on those who are despairing. Help them and grant
them peace.

Lord have mercy on those that have requested that we pray for them.

Lord grant eternal rest to all those who have passed on to eternal life
throughout the ages.
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Announcements

Altar Boy Reunion Today:
The annual altar boy reunion Divine Liturgy and Lunch will be

Today!
We would like to thank George Hanna for donating the Pizza and
George Abouassaly for donating the French fries for the lunch.

Summer Day Camp:
St. Elias Camp will be organized, with the blessing of the Lord, for

the first time this summer, from July 11th to July 15t 2016. It will be
a day camp that starts at 8.30 am and end at 4 pm. Information
about applying for your children will be soon posted in the bulletin.
We are looking now for volunteers. If you think that you can help in
counselling, supervising or in any type of service in the camp, kindly
contact Fr. Nektarios.

Fellowship of St. John the Divine:
Everyone is invited to our weekly Bible Study, every Tuesday at 7.30

pm. Tuesday February 9t we will be talking about the following
topic:

“The tenth plague of Egypt, the Presentation of Christ in the
Temple, and the Mystery of the Firstborn”

Teen SOYO Gear:
Teen SOYO Gear will be available for purchase in the basement
following the Divine Liturgy. Proceeds go to the Diocesan Teen SOYO,

St. Timothy Classical Academy:
St. Timothy Classical Academy is a unique Christian elementary

school in Ottawa seeking to develop strong faith, minds, and
characters in our students and their families.

For those interested, St. Timothy will be hosting an information
evening on March 27 at 8.30 am (1061 Pinecrest Rd.)




Upcoming Services

Saturday, February 13"

e Great Vespers 6 pm

Sunday, February 14"

e Matins 8.45 am
e Divine Liturgy 10 am

- Memorials This Week, February 7, 2016

T 9 Day Memorial Service for Nazmi Nicolas Nasrallah who felll

asleep in the lord in Lebanon, offered by his sister Amal (Sami
Nasrallah), his brother Fawaz (Sahar) and their families.

Please join the family for a coffee hour following the Divine Liturgy.

T 40 Day Memorial Service for Samira Nessrallah offered by her
family in Brazil, Canada and Lebanon.

May Their Memory Be Eternal!

Memorial Next Week, February 14, 2016

T 40 Day Memorial Service for Randa Haddad Stevens
offered by her son Gabriel (Alannah) Stevens and his in-laws
Charles and Majida Saikaley and family.

Mey Her Memory be Eternal!




CALLING ALL ORTHODOX

YOUNG
PROFESSIONALS.

THE 2016 CONFERENCE IS

Coming Soon

Getready, because we're bringing Orthodoxy

to New Qrleans! Join fellow Orthodox Christian AUGUST
Young Professionals in New Orleans, LA for a

4 day, 3 night conference of spiritual growth, -

future friendships, lasting memories and more.

For more information, please visit

WWW.OYPC2016.COM

REGISTRATION OPENING

MARCH 2016

Hosted By: NAC Fellowship of $t. John the Divine O RTHODOX YO U NG

g: ’rr\ll'l; Tﬁrfr?]%féigg Orthodox Chiistian Archdiocese PR OFEC g [3: !E % l\lluc EA2 IO_]S6 :
oo _ ??ew Or[eaws, Louisiana




JOIN US EVERY THURSDAY!

For all impofr_t_ant écﬁ;hooi"inform_at_iorg for parents and students! B

Learning Benefits: | OPEN DATES:

Kindergarten to Grade 8 .
(Preschool admissible in CEP) Every Thursday until June 30

" 10:00 - 12:00 am & 2:30 - 4:30 p.m.
@ Trilingual Program and

enhanced curriculum You will tour our spectacular school. Learn
about our academics and extra-curricular
programs. Meet members of our faculty
and administration!

& Quality Education
and Academic excellence

@ Small classes, qualified

and experienced staff Please call 613-744-8489 to book an
appointment. After March 31st, registration
will be accepted on availability.

@ Family like, stimulating,
and enriched environment

The only Catholic, private french school in
Ottawa with a trilingual academic program.




@2 SAsas Sntischian Orthodoz: Cothedral

Cathedral Location: 2975 Riverside Dr.
Cathedral Office: 700 Ridgewood Ave.
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada KIV 6N1

Telephone: (613) 738-2222 Fax: (613) 737-4392
Emnil: info@steliascathedral.com Website: www . steliascathedral.com

The Most Rev. Metropolitan JOSEPH
Primate of the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
The Right Rev. Bishop ALEXANDER
Auxiliary Bishop of Ottawa, Eastern Canada and Upstate New York

The Very Rev. Father Ghattas Hajal

Archpriest and Dean of the Cathedral

The Rev. Father Nektarios Najjar
Assistant Pastor




