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Sunday, December 31%, 2017

Sunday before Theophany of Christ, Which Falls on the Apodosis (Leave-taking) of the Nativity of Christ (Joseph the

-
s

Betrothed; James the brother of the Lord & David the King and Prophet)/ Venerable Melania of Rome

Tone 5 Eothinon 8

APOLYTIKION OF SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO
Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of God, the amazing wonders; for thou hast seen
a Virgin great with child; for with the shepherds thou didst give glory, with the Magi thou didst
worship, and by the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore, plead thou with Christ God to
save our souls.

KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST IN TONE THREE
On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in Essence; * to the Unapproachable, * the
earth doth offer a small cave; * Angels join in choir with shepherds * in giving glory; * with a
star the Magi travel upon their journey; * for our sakes is born a young Child, * He Who existed
* before the ages as God.

The Epistle
All those on earth worship thee and sing unto Thee: Alleluia to God, O all the earth.

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy. (4: 5-8)
Timothy, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your
ministry. For | am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has come.
| have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the Faith. Henceforth there is
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to
me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved His appearing.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (1: 1-8)

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophets,
“Behold, | send My messenger before Thy face, who shall prepare Thy way; the voice of one
crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.” John the
Baptizer appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. And there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and
they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed
with camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey.
And he preached, saying, “After me comes He Who is mightier than |, the thong of whose
sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. | have baptized you with water; but He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!
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Announcements

Nativity and Theophany Season Services

AV sl S s Sl ol
Day Time Event
Feast of the Circumcision of Christ & St. Basil the Great — ,SI| joadeuslb juidlly & il as
Sunday 31/12 6.00 pm Great Vespers — o, 4l Mo
Monday 1/1 9.45 am Great Matins — .\ s\

11.00am | pjvine Liturgy — A el
Theophany of Christ - ) ;) ue

Friday 5/1 9.00 am Royal hours and Vesperal Liturgy
ap 8y lelld) Less
Saturday 6/1 8.45 am Great Matins — .l 3o

10.00 am Divine Liturgy followed by the Great Blessing of Water —
DS LY s Rass ansls g el
Sunday after the Theophany of Christ - ‘_A,A}}\ 208 de by sl ]
Saturday 6/1 6.00 pm Great Vespers — o, &l Mo
Sunday 7/1 8.45 am Great Matins — .l 3o
10.00 am Divine Liturgy— )\

Memorial This Sunday, December 31st, 2017

T 1 week Memorial service for Wedad Sioufi, who fell asleep in the Lord in Damascus,
offered by her brother Elian Sioufi and his family.

Please join the family for a coffee hour following the Divine Liturgy.

May Her Memory be Eternal!

2018 Calendars The 2018 Calendars are here! Perfect for your Home, office, store or to give out
as a gift to friends and family! The beauty of our calendars is that they don’t only help you with
the date but remind you of fasting periods, and of what readings are read and which feasts are
celebrated daily! You would also have 12 different icons to bless your homes or offices. A
donation of 10S per calendar is kindly appreciated!

Thank you Salim Maalouf and Roger Choueiry for donating the expenses for “Good News
Radio” for the Month of January. You can listen to our weekly radio every Sunday at 4 pm (97.9
FM) or to the recorded episodes on our Website. If you would like to donate the expenses of a
month, kindly contact Fr. Ghattas.




14 New Year’s Resolutions for Orthodox Christians

| read this article by Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick and would like to share with you. The Article is
longer, but here is its introduction and subtitles. You can read the full article on father’s blog:

www.ancientfaith.com blog: “Roads from Emmaus”.

”Around this time of year, many people start thinking about ways they can change for the

better. While New Year’s resolutions are not particularly a feature of the Orthodox faith,
change certainly is, and resolving to change based on times and seasons is certainly part of our
liturgical tradition. So adapting the cultural custom of New Year’s resolutions to become a
better Orthodox Christian seems perfectly fine to me. Anyway, here are some suggestions for
Orthodox Christians resolving to change for the better in the New Year, things every Orthodox
Christian can do. (Obviously, adjust as needed according to the direction of your father-
confessor and pastor.)

1. Get serious about coming to church (more).
2. Come to church on time.

3. tithe (Addition by Fr. Nektarios: Give as much as you can from your resources to your Church
and to those who are in need)

4. Pray at Home

5. Sing Along at Church. And Stand More.
6. Memorize a Psalm.

7. Encourage your priest.

8. Invite Someone to Church.

9. Visit a Monastery.

10. Read the Old Testament (Addition by Fr. Nektarios: And the New Testament if you
haven’t yet!)

11. Attend an Adult Education Class (Addition by Fr. Nektarios: Choose one of the various
Bible study groups that we have that suits your age and preferred language).

12. Volunteer.

13. Go to Confession.

14. Read a Spiritual Book.”


http://www.ancientfaith.com/
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We WOULD LIKe TO WISH YoU a Harpy New Year
2018 .

ReMeMBER THAT 4 YEAR CAN ONLY B€ BETTER IF YOU
DECIDE TO MAKE IT BETTER!

Fr. GHaTtTas & Fr. NeKTaRrIos



